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ei Here's another question day on the calendar. From the looks of the pile of 
Questions this morning, I believe we'll have to do some fast talking if we get all 
the answers in. 
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& The first question is about one of our most annoying insect pests-—fleas. 
_@his past summer has been a boom season for fleas. Just ask the entomologists in 
e Department of Agriculture. They'll tell you that they have received Immndreds 
igor Calls for help from harrassed housewives who wanted to rid their homes of these 
ennoying pests. Frequently these insects develop in a closed house during the 
“summer vacation. To come home from a pleasant holiday to a welcome from a house- 
ful of new-born and very hungry fleas is no laughing matter. The entomologists 
Say that almost always you can trace fleas to the family cat or dog, especially if 
Gither of these pets sleeps inside the house. Flea eggs laid in the animal's 
Moat roll out on the floor and hatch in cracks and crevices. Soon a swarm of 
| hungry young fleas is ready to attack human beings as well as the pet that brought 
the eggs into the house. 


7 Once the fleas get in, the question is how to get rid of them. Well, the 
entomologists suggest two good flea-killers. One is creosote oil. The other is 
Mapthalene flakes. Creosote oil is a sure flea-killer, but it has such a strong 
Baor and it stains so badly that you can't use it in the main part of the house. 

t you can spray it around the cellar or any outbuildings, especially in the 
dog's kennel or other outside sleeping vlace. Spray the floor with a coarse drop- 
Het spray applied with a compressed-air sprayer or bucket pump. That will be the 
ema of the fleas in that locality. If fleas have a foothold in the main part of 
the house--living rooms, bedrooms, halls and so on, you can fight them there with 
Mapthalene flakes. Fleas don't like napthalene any better than clothes moths do. 
Use about five pounds of flakes for the average-sized room. Sprinkle the flakes 
Hover the floor, close the room up tight-~all doors and windows closed, and let the 
room stand undisturbed for twenty-four hours. Then you can brush up the flakes 

d use them in another infested room. 


As for the dogs and cats themselves, they need some treatment, too. The 
entomologists say that either derris powder or pyretirum powder dusted in the fur 
Wil! kill any fleas lodged there. Rub the powder into the hair along the back 
from head to tail. By the way, you may not be able to buy derris powder as such 
at your store, but you can usually find flea powders that contain derris at most 
drug stores or seed stores or poultry-supply houses. 
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Well, that's o brief story about weat to do about fleas. If you want more 
fletails, just write me and I'll pass your inquiry along to the entomologists. 


The next question is e laundry question. A lady writes for advice on 
eundering these new foundation garments, such as girdles and corselettes, that 
pontain rubber fabric. Sie complains that after a few experiences in the wash 
tub, her garments come out stretched or out of shape. Well, here's another case 
Of using careful laundering methods for best results. Souse the garment up and 
lown in thick lukewarm suds. Never rub, pull or twist. Any spots on a thick 
irdle, you can remove by brushing with a soapy brush. Lay the girdle flat and 
mush the dirt oute Rinse in at least three lukewarm waters. As you know, many 
mistle fabrics can't stand hot water or a not iron. That's why you'll be safer 
f you keep the water lukewarm. When the garment comes out of the last rinsing 
euer, roll it wp in a Turkish towel for a few minutes. Then hang it straignt 
mo dry in a current of air. Be careful not to hang the garment too near a hot 
Bove or radiator, if you want to save the rubber. When thoroughly dry, you can 
Meress the cloth parts with a warm but not a hot iron. But of course you'll never 
fut an iron on the elastic nart. 


 - 

3 A week or two ago you and I talked about fall jobs. Several people have 
Mesent in suggestions about other fall jobs that ought to be done at this season. 
"For example, you remember that I mentioned taking down screens and brushing them 
well before you store them for the winter. The husband of a friend of mine also 
Suggests fixing those screens so tney won't rust during the winter. He believes 
an brushing screens with a thin coat of oil or screen paint. That will prevent 
Tusting. Oh, yes--and another man suggests that now is also a good time to put on 
Weather stripping. It will help cut down coal bills later. I believe I've told 
ou before that you can make very good weather stripping by cutting up discarded 
"inner tubes and automobile tires. 


As for your winter bedding, that may need some advance attention. Blankets 
mhat shrink or are too short for comfort--too snort to tuck in firmly at the foot 
of the bed and also cover the shoulders generously--such blankets will be twice 
mas useful and comfortable if you lengthen them by sewing on a strip of unbleached 
muslin or some other firm and easily wasned material at one end of the blanket. 
as extra strip won't show. You'll tuck it in under the mattress. But it will 
the necessary length to the blanket. Now is the time to protect your covers 
soil during the winter. To prevent the tops of blankets and quilts from soil, 
the edges with pieces of cheesecloth or other inexpensive material about six- 
inenes wide. You can tint these to match the blanket in color. When these 


Tomorrow: "Food for the Weighty." 


